but an accessary to virtue.
The true reasons of digesting these records of our family into the following method were these :—
To instruct posterity as well as the living, how long it hath pleased Providence to continue us in the same name and place, and-to incite them thereby so to demean themselves according to the rules of conscience and honour as to obtain a longer continuance of the same mercy.
To save such the labour of turning over a great many obscure papers, as are curious to know what hath passed in their family, and that please themselves (as I have clone) with ' Olim merninisse.'
To preserve memorials of some things of use as well as of curiosity, which age as well as want of care to preserve hath near already consumed.
Ralph de Eeresby,' of Ashover, co. Derby, married Margaret, daughter of Sir Ealph de Normanville, and sister and heiress of Adam de JSTorinanville, in right of whom the manor of Thrybergh, the lordship of Brinsford, &c., came into the Eeresby family during the reign of Henry III.
A deed dated 1349 is the first that mentions the altar of Saint Leonard, the tutelar Saint of Thrybergh, according to the custom, of Eoman rites. Tradition will have him to have been one of the family of Eeresby, and conveys to us a long story concerning him, the substance of which is this :—That one Leonard de Eeresby, serving his prince in the holy war, was taken prisoner by the Saracens, and the/e detained captive nearly seven years ; that his wife, according to the law of the land, was towards being married to another; that being apprehensive of this accident, by the power of prayer he was miraculously delivered and insensibly conveyed with shackles and gyves or fetters upon his limbs, and laid upon the East Hill